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Luminaire. Three nested icosahedrons made of laser cut Bristol 
board. Shapes project from the inner shades onto the surface 
of the outer shade to create a twinkling effect when the viewer 
moves around the light.
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Pivoting Planes. The vectorized edges of rust patterns were 
repeated across multiple laser cut layers of Bristol Board. As the 
planes progress the rust expands into one large void, mimicking 
the natural process.
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A pair of urns. The assingment was to create a set of urns for a 
married couple that has recently passed away. I chose to make 
them out of Oak, finished with a natural dutch oil. The trapizoid 
shape allows for breathing space between the urns, while the 
dovetails interlock on the top and bottom to hold them firmly 
together.
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Art and Design in Business Club Logo

Wharton’s Art and Design in Business Club needed a logo and 
decided to hold a small contest. The club’s purpose is to help 
bring graduate students from the design and business schools 
together. My logo was the chosen winner. It’s fun, yet simple, 
combines all the names, and colors them appropriately. Since it’s 
brand new it was also important to have text so people know what 
it stands for, yet once understood it’s very easy to identify (for 
posters and flyers).

Have you ever emerged from the subway without knowning 
which direction to begin walking? Maybe you’ve even walked a 
block to see if the cross streets are increasing or decreasing?

My first semester thesis project was an urban guidance system 
for patrons of public transportation named “This Way.” Using 
a semi-transparent OLED display an arrow is superimposed on 
the environment guiding the user in the direction they should be 
headed. The system knows the users destination by interacting 
with their smartphone, which would have been used to look up 
directions or subway departure times. The system is for when a 
user is traveling outside the region of thier mental map.



THIS WAY; USER VIEW

A STRUCTURAL RIBBON RUNS ALONG THE BOTTOM 
EDGE OF THE DISPLAY AND UP THE SIDE TO GIVE THE 
BEZEL FORE/AFT SUPPORT.

AN ARCHED SUPPORT STRUCTURE HAS A SLOT FOR THE 
BEZEL TO NOTCH INTO AND STAY SECURE.

BACK BEZEL

PROTECTIVE POLYCARBONATE

OLED DISPLAY

PROTECTIVE POLYCARBONATE

FRONT BEZEL

SUPPORT STRUCTURE

BLUE TOOTH SENSOR

CAMERA

JONATHAN WILSON
Thesis

Have you ever emerged from the subway without knowning 
which direction to begin walking? Maybe you’ve even walked a 
block to see if the cross streets are increasing or decreasing?

My first semester thesis project was an urban guidance system 
for patrons of public transportation named “This Way.” Using 
a semi-transparent OLED display an arrow is superimposed on 
the environment guiding the user in the direction they should be 
headed. The system knows the users destination by interacting 
with their smartphone, which would have been used to look up 
directions or subway departure times. The system is for when a 
user is traveling outside the region of thier mental map.
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An item manufacturable only through 3d printing, a chess set 
made by a four person team on a CNC lathe and CNC mill, and a 
wax stamp as a piece of ‘Desk Candy.’
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Pivoting Planes. The vectorized edges of rust patterns 
were repeated across multiple laser cut pieces of Bristol 
Board. As the planes progress the rust expands into one 
large void, mimicking the natural process.
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This project came about through my hatred of the ubiquitous 
plastic and aluminum beach chairs that plague the beaches of the 
east coast. My goal was to create a portable beach chair made of 
raw materials that would feel at home on the beach. It shouldn’t 
detract from the experience but fade into the background and let 
people enjoy what they really came to enjoy - the beauty of the 
beach.

The chair is made with three sheets of vacuum formed 1/8” 
plywood joined together with a vegetable tanned leather hinge. 
The hinge is sewn to the leather and wood with 180 lb. hemp 
cord. The sanded and clear coated hand bent steel kick stand is 
attached similarly. The wood has been finished with a natural 
wax to bring out the color and protect the wood.

The whole chair folds in half with the kick stand folding in as well 
and can be carried under arm akin to a surfboard.



Design School T Shirt Contest

Every year the Penn Design school has a t-shirt contest. The 
words “Penn Design” must be located somewhere on the shirt. 
I’d seen type used as a screen before and thought this would be a 
good application. The roaring lion was chosen because lions are 
awesome.
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I bought a camera for my summer trip to South Africa, Australia, 
and New Zealand. I didn’t buy a case with it since they seemed 
too expensive and bulky, but upon receiving the camera I 
regretted this decision and needed a case. I had some scrap 
leather left over from making the chair and decided to make a 
case for the camera myself.


